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“11 piv straordinario
labirinto d’lHalia”

Questo grande progetto in corso di realizzazione ha catturato anche l'interesse dei mass-media. In
questa ultima parte del libro, dunque, si riproducono due dei pitt emblematici interventi sul tema,
pubblicati di recente sulla stampa quotidiana.

In un originale reportage romanzato uscito su “La Repubblica”, Paolo Rumiz racconta la cronaca
della nona tappa di un lungo viaggio in treno attraverso I'ltalia. In essa, i due protagonisti percor-
rono le varie linee regionali e metropolitane della Campania, definendole “il pitt straordinario labirinto
d'Italia”. Notevole il loro stupore per il biglietto integrato “Unico Campania”, “il primo segno d'Eu-
ropa dopo duemila chilometri clandestini”. La lapidaria espressione che chiude 'articolo, “Abbiamo ['o-
dore del treno. Napoli ci possiede”, esprime efficacemente il profondo legame che qui da noi unisce que-
sto mezzo di trasporto al passeggero. Un vincolo che i lavori in corso stanno rafforzando, dando la
certezza che il problema della mobilitd, sia nell'area urbana di Napoli che nell’intera regione, si sta

avviando ad una concreta soluzione.

Significativa eco su una delle pit prestigiose testate del mondo & poi I'attento reportage di Mi-
chael Binyon sul “Times” di Londra. L’autore sottolinea la determinazione dimostrata dall’ammini-
strazione regionale nella realizzazione di un progetto cosi articolato per un territorio tanto complesso
come quello campano, e lo definisce il sistema metropolitano pitt moderno, funzionale ed elegante
d’Europa, additandolo agli amministratori locali d’oltremanica come modello per una auspicabile
ristrutturazione della metropolitana londinese. Vengono inoltre sottolineate le soluzioni progettuali
utilizzate per le nuove stazioni, vere e proprie opere d’arte perfettamente integrate nell’ambiente,
tra presente e passato. Si concorda, infine, sui positivi effetti che il progetto avra su mobilita e am-
biente, per rafforzare sempre piti I'immagine che il G7 del 94 ha lanciato di Napoli (e della Cam-
pania) nel mondo.
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Il locomotore bucala penisola sorrentina e si
riaffaccia sulla spiaggia. Ela Napoli-Portici,
antica linea che vola su sei milioni di abitanti
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Dalla stazione del capoluogo si diparte d pict
straordinario labirinto d'ltalia, milleduecento
chilometri di rotaie: come un piatto di linguine
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¥ reportage

Naples
takes
the Tube

Naples is crowded, built on steep hills
and has a volcano, yet its new Metro
system could teach London’s transport
chiefs a lesson, says Michael Binyon

:ke a network of alleys in a

ecaying city centre, steep,

Iene!".l'mmnlﬁlry\remd hills and
winding, narrow streets and
what do you have?

Maples. Combine that
with the adventurous driving habits of
Neapolitans, the enduring Italian love-
affair with the car and the habit of
cruising around the port on warm sum-
mer nights, and what is the result?
Traffic gridlock into the early hours of
each moming.

In few cities is a public transport
alternative more difficult to provide.

The most radical sdlme, a metro
linking the outl regions of th:s

tion of the dilapid ity
centre and bring travellers face to face
with their rich historical heritage.
Artistic treasures be on display
in every station. The Metro would be
not only a route to modernity but a

new statl are clean lnﬂ.l.b-conilil;mo_d._m trains sleek and spacious — a mere dream for the Underground

showease of a classical past.

Both aims have been strikingly real-
ised with the opening of the latest
stretch down to the old Piazza Dante.
The station at Salvator Rosa was in the
heart of a rundown area congested,

ideas. They invited the aﬂisls in and
saw what we were trying to
It is a poor, working-class nelghbour—
hood, but no longer is it run down. And
Maples has learnt what 1.11)' planners
cvl:rywhere !‘nd. ir you give people

crumbling -rise blocks, clustered
higgledy-pi vupﬂmlullsnie
no open spaces, for child,

to play. The planners decided to make
this a showcase for modernity. The
bl bished, the clutter

sprawling city, would seem
the soil is friable volcanic ashandpum
ice, the inclines down to the sea are
precipitous and there is the constant
of earthquakes. And any tunnel-
is bound to run into priceless
ogical remains that could
delay construction for years.
Yet Naples has reomtly opened a
new stretch of underground
heart of the Bourbon mnna.rths’
former capital that must be the envy of
every modern city on the continent.
Spacious, bright, safe, clean and stylish,
the new line is proof that where there
is political will and popular suppert,
geology, money and corruption need
not stand in the way of better trans-
port. It is a lesson that the Mayor of
London, Ken Livingstone, facing a
court challenge over his congestion
charge, and the Secretary,
Alistair Darling, should study closely if
the Government is to have any hope of
rescuing London's fetid and ram-
shackle U

Maples began with one advantage:
several old mainline tracks ran into
and through the city centre, built in a
distant steam age when no one needed

permission to knock down
ouses. A new underground system
could use this network as a basis,
adding stops and linking lines with
loops and tunnels. Unlike the Tube,
Maples could run full-size trains in
tunnels far wider than the stuffy bore-
holes under London’s streets.

But the planners were more ambi-
tious. They wanted to use the new Met-
ro as a catalyst for comprehensive

were
dea:ed and the station of golden stone
and el d arched erected

they will look af-
ter it. The area still has a bright, artifi-
cial newness to it. And so far it remains
free of graffiti, litter, ice-cream vendors
and the usual detritus of the inner city.

above ground like a secular church, its
spire a beacon to the neighbourhood.

All around there are waorks of
-air modern art golden metal

ts wave beneath the windows of

The flats like futuristic washing and

curved brick walls support gardens of
sculpmm A Jong enclosed escalatar.
i like a free-st tube

the hill, forms an aesthetic link

frum the station to the dwelling places.
“Of course, we asked everyone first
what they wanted,” said the Metro's
chief engineer, Ennio Cascetta, now
Secretary for the entire Cam-

pania region. “We had intensive consul-
tations with all the residents, and
showed them the plans. They liked the

Building a metro on a steep hill was
far from easy. Three flights of escala-
tors take passengers deep below
ground. Even then, the tunnel has to
slope precipitately down to the next sta-
tion — the incline is the in the
world. Indeed, the line has to make an
underground loop across in order
to lessen the gradient as it descends
The stations are bright, air-conditioned
and high-tech: over every entrance to
the platform a perforated tube will rain
down a curtain of water to protect the
escape routes from smoke and heat
should fire break out. The yellow trains
themselves are sleek, shiny and wide.

At Piazza Dante, the heart of the
ancient quarter built in the centuries
when Spain ruled southern Italy, the

New Metro Mulu. lucl! althe one at Slhvaim M Ioit, could solve m

coming of the Metro was used to clear
away gardens, pave the piaza
with granite, erect a statue to
Iraly's greatest poet and fill the under-
ground station with modern art.

All this cost a fortune — some €3.88
hrll]ionhm(EZ.S hitlliun).ELoludm of the r‘no&
ey come from European regiol
funds, the rest from Rome, I]l?gry of
Maples and the Campania region,
which has made the new Metro the
hedrt of a regional railway infrustruc-
ture, By 2011 the Naples Metro will
have 100 stations on 90km of track —
all for a city of well under two million
people. The wider regional system cov-
ers 1200km with 340 stations; when
completed in 2010 it will have 1 400km
of track, 423 stations, 28 parking areas
and 21 train-hus transfer points.

This puts London's plans for integrat-
ed transport in the shade. But will it get
Meapolitans out of their cars? At
present the Metro carries 480,000 pas-
sengers a day; by 2011 they will number
720,000, By comparison with London’s
I.hm million a day on the Under-
ground, this does not look like inten-
sive use. But the city pl: are every

to crack down on the car. Parking fees
will rise rapidly.

Streets are to be pedestrianised. The
police will be far less indulgent of the
bumper-to-bumper rows of illegally
parked cars now restricting the roads
to barely the width of a bus. The au-
thorities hnpethatpubhctrmspoﬁm]l
rise from 34 to -mgg cent of all ;our—
neys, cutting road
fatalities and 2,000 i umm a year.

What has galvanised Naples into ac-
tion? The city hardly has a history of

vigorous government. Indeed, it is noto-
ricus for its Mafia clans, corruption
and balmy lethargy. But this image is
out of date, The turming point for Na-
ples was 1994, the year of the G7 sum-
mit. For the first time, local people say,
the money earmarked by Rome to
clean up and smarten the venue for the
world leaders did not simply disappear.
It was properly spent. Streets were
cleaned, hwldmgs repainted, water,

hones and icity lines repaired.
Neapolitans noticed the difference and
were amazed. Could it be that dmer
government had at last

bit as di d as Ken Li

tumed to Dﬂ.d.l‘. and
pride to d jon. The old south
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could prove to the rest of Italy that it
was not simply a museum of the classi-
cal past. Something could be done to re-
vive the economy. Something, especial-
Iy, could be done about the worst of the
problems — transport bottlenecks.

The problems are not yet solved. Un-
employment is still running at around
40 per cent. The black economy is still
the norm. But transport, at least, is not
the nightmare it was. For Naples this
could be a matter of life and death.
One day Vesuvius, that brooding volca-
no always on the skyline, is going to
erupt again, Emergency exit routes
have been mapped out, but at present
they are too clogged to make much dif-
ference, Getting traffic flowing is the
key to prosperity today; it could be the
key to survival in the future.
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